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Play up! And
play the game
Denise Inge considers
essays on Christianity
in its muscular aspect
Sports and Christianity:
Historical and contemporary
perspectives
Nick J. Watson and Andrew
Parker, editors
Routledge £80
(978-0-415-89922-2)
Church Times Bookshop £72
THE essays in Sports and
Christianity form a disparate collection, clearing the ground for more
systematic inquiry into the intersection of sport and Christian faith.
The American Roman Catholic
writer and diplomat Michael Novak
contributes a preface, and contrib–
utors from the United States,
Britain, Australia, and Canada
include “sports scientists”, theolo–
gians, philosophers, a church his–
torian, a Lutheran pastor, and an RC
priest, Kevin Lixey, who started an
international observatory for sport
on behalf of the Holy See, and
reviews Pontifical contributions to
the debate.
The longest chapter, by the two
editors, Nick Watson and Andrew
Parker (the founding and the current Director of the Centre for
Sport, Spirituality and Religion at
the University of Gloucester), offers
a thorough overview of literature on
sport and Christianity, with sidelong
reference to other faith traditions. It
concludes with an assessment of
fields for future research, highlighting sport and disability, sport and
gender, sports chaplaincies, and
theological reflection on exercise
and health.
Certain themes recur in the volume: the senses in which sport is a
rival or complementary pointer to
the “sacred”; the parallels between
“flow” or “peak experience” in sport
and in the arts and ritual action; the
theological and ethical questions
raised by “disability” sport and by
bio-technological enhancement; the
proper part played by the body,
given the history of Christian devaluation of the physical as against the
spiritual; and the place of sport in
Christian education.
Victor Pfitzner meditates on St
Paul’s extensive use of athletic metaphors in his Pastoral Epistles, a topic
raised by other contributors. Two
eminently readable and informative
chapters, by Hugh McLeod on
Britain and Shirl Hoffman on the
US, trace the 19th- and 20th-century
rapprochement between Evangelical
Christianity and sport, and the
emergence of the “muscular
Christianity” that carried
Christianity and “civilisation” into
the mission field at home and
abroad. While McLeod notes the
RICHARD CRAIG’s Ayrton Senna:
The messiah of motor racing
assesses the Formula One driver and
the man, and the reputation sealed
by his death in 1994 and the 2010
film Senna. This life by a devotee
has colour photos from the Keith
Sutton archives, but no index (DLT,
£8.99 (£8.10); 978-0-232-52910-4).


eventual divergence between sport
and the Churches in Britain,
Hoffman documents the mainten–
ance of the link, and the occlusion
of the venality and corruption in
sport by the implicit separation of
private Christian morality from the
professional ethics of ruthless, competitive sport in Evangelical
America.
Watson discusses disabled sportsmen and -women as a prophetic
sign to “the modern sporting Babel”;
and Tracey Trothen examines the
theological implications of technoscientific enhancements of the
body. Chapters by Robert Higgs,
Jacob Goodson, and Scott
Kretchmar interrogate the relationship between Christian virtues, such
as humility or care for others, and
excellence in sporting achievement,
calling on Alasdair MacIntyre’s
analysis of virtue.
While this collection does not
hazard definitive approaches, it will
be an invaluable resource in courses
for ordinands, sports coaches, and
teachers.
Dr Inge is Honorary Senior Research
Fellow at the University of Worces
ter, and a Traherne specialist.

Wedded to
a cleric
A pioneering guide,
says Thomas AllainChapman, for men
A Clergy Husband’s Survival
Guide
Matthew Caminer
SPCK £8.99
(978-0-281-06790-9)
Church Times Bookshop £8.10

“Line-mass style”: summer flowers arranged by Edna Johnson in one of
many examples of flower-arranging (as well as the decorative use of house
plants) described in The Indoor Plant & Flower Expert by D. G. Hessayon
(Expert Books, £10.99 (£9.90); 978-1-909-66300-8)

Cancer, church, and the poet
Martyn Halsall seeks
out connections in
verse and prose to
‘provoke conversation’
Love for Now
Anthony Wilson
Impress Books £6.99
(978-1-907605-35-2)
Church Times Bookshop £6.30
Riddance
Anthony Wilson
Worple Press £10
(978-1-905208-16-6)
Church Times Bookshop £9
POETRY complements prose in
these two memoirs of being a cancer
patient, by the writer and academic
Anthony Wilson (Features, 14 Sep–
tember 2012). Frank and humane,
mingling telling reportage with
unflinching emotional scrutiny,
the books nevertheless tantalise
with two significant underrepresentations at the heart of
Wilson’s creative being. One is his
poetry, and the other is God.
The poetry, we read in Love for
Now, gradually returned, and
Riddance — Wilson’s third collection — formed part of his healing.
God, as encountered through allusions rather than exploration,
remains an indeterminate presence.
There are references to prayer, and
faith is listed among the losses in his
taut poem “Lost”; but these are side
glances compared with considerable
detail devoted to diet or music. The
hook is baited, but the line is never
fully played.
Christians must share the blame.

Reactions to Wilson’s diagnosis, at 42,
on St Valentine’s Day, 2006, ranged
from the spiritually supportive to
damaging insensitivity. A week after
his diagnosis, Wilson and his family
are prayed for in church. “They
couldn’t even be bothered to use our
real names,” his daughter said.
In contrast, when a friend asks
the church to pray, she suggests
some realistic themes, and urges
that community not to pressure the
family “to say how much it is or isn’t
working”. This, rather than a lurid
leaflet — “Sickness, disease, pain, I
resist you in the name of Jesus” —
brought to Wilson and his family
the gratitude of tears.
Much of the value of Love for
Now lies in its inherent plea for
sensitivity towards cancer patients.
Wilson writes that he hopes that the
book will challenge the military language to which those “battling cancer” are frequently subjected. He
prefers a more humane approach,
illustrated through the kindness of
medical experts, friends, and colleagues which he experienced. He
seeks to “provoke conversation”.
He writes, in diary form, both to
describe and analyse, recording
events, conversations, his physical
and emotional reactions, and the
weather. With him, we learn to share
the value of everyday encounters: an
album track; people calling; creative
cookery. We also share his relief when
he resumes writing poetry, seven
months after his diagnosis.
Some poems were written swiftly,
in the month before his remission
was confirmed. A long sequence
honours the textile designer, Lucy
Mason, a friend who was dying of
cancer at that time. A third sequence
celebrates “borderlands between
different landscapes”, physical and
emotional; others “explore the liminal terrain between waking and

dreaming, work and family, light
and dark”.
Together, these books offer wise
companionship to those encountering cancers. Their realism emerges
in many passages of prose and poetry, as in “How to Pray for the
Dying”, which begins:
Do not say: “Lord, this is not of
you,”
rebuking our tumours
as though we were not in the
room with them.
Say instead: “We are afraid,”
and “We do not understand.”
and ends:
“Don’t you dare
say: “It’s not fair.”
Spare me your weeping.
Try saying: “Shit happens.”
In such moments, the missing links
in Wilson’s books connect.
Dr Martyn Halsall is Poet in
Residence at Carlisle Cathedral and
poetry editor of Third Way.
CARL BEECH leads a men’s move
ment, Christian Vision for Men. His
little books of “Bible notes for men”,
following a 60-day undated format,
and co-written with others, seek to
take a “non-nonsense” approach
and to speak in the language of “the
average bloke”. The Manual: Book
1: Power/poker/pleasure/pork pies
(CWR, 978-1-85345-769-2) is
co-written with Andy Frost and
“MAF pilot Brian”; and The
Manual: Book 2: Fighters/keepers/
losers/reapers (CWR, 978-1-85345770-8) with Roy Crowne and “Carl’s
mate Alex”. They cost £4.99 (£4.50)
each.

MUCH has been written about —
and by — clergy wives over cen
turies. The clergy husband is a
much newer species, and there was
no handy field guide available
when I joined their number in
1993. Nor were there very clear
expectations of what — if any —
part the clergy husband played, or
how far it was necessary or desir–
able for me to be involved in the
ministry on which my wife, Justine,
was embarking. Reading Matthew
Caminer’s attempt at providing
such a guide, I was struck that
things had not changed a great
deal.
The biographical note in A
Clergy Husband’s Survival Guide
tells us that Caminer is “a management consultant specializing in
process improvement”. So it is no
surprise to find that his book is
presented in the bite-sized, bulletpointed style common to popular
business or self-help books (24
chapters in a mere 120 pages).
Part One explores the staging
posts and procedures that are
encountered from the emergence
of the idea of a vocation to the early
days of a first curacy. Part Two
looks at what it means to be a
clergy husband, and suggests ex
ercises to encourage individuals to
recognise and explore their own
expectations and opinions. Part
Three rattles through a checklist of
practical issues affecting style and
quality of life which a clergy hus
band (and, often, clergy household)
is likely to encounter. In the final
few chapters, Caminer looks in
brief at when things go wrong, and
suggests possible resources.
Now that women make up half
of all ordinands and two-thirds of
those ordained to self-supporting
ministry, there will be many men
who find much that resonates with
them in Caminer’s experience as a
professional man who moved from
being the “benign spectator” of his
wife’s vocational journey to facing
the particular — and sometimes
far-reaching — impacts of vicarage
life. Nevertheless, the value of this
book is in the questions that it asks
and the issues that it encourages
clergy couples to face, rather than
in the author’s own perspective or
the quotations from his 2011
research into others’ experiences.
It is a pity that, in the digital
reprint that I read, the occasional
grey boxes of text — which digital
printing has rendered muddy and
almost illegible — evoke the parish
magazine of yesteryear. But the fact
that it has already been reprinted
demonstrates that Caminer’s book
has filled a need. It deserves to be
recommended loudly by vocations
advisers, diocesan directors of
ordinands, and staff at training
institutions.
Thomas Allain-Chapman is a
Christian publisher, writer, and
clergy husband.
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